
 

     
   
 
 

Who We Are  
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3 
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and 
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.  
We are committed to the preservation of the history of 
roller skating.  With over 50 display cases, the museum 
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which 
dates back to the first patented skate from 1819. 
 

Curator’s Corner 
 

Museum Raffle  
 

 
 

It’s that time again!  Every year the museum hosts a 
raffle as the prime fundraiser for the year.  This year, as 
a sales incentive, the raffle will be conducted on a 50/50 
split of the proceeds.  Three winners will be drawn at 
random and awarded a split of the total sales.  The third 
place winner receives 5% of the total sales, second 
place receives 10%, and the grand prize winner receives 
35%.  The grand prize winner should easily receive 
north of $5,000. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As usual, the raffle will be held during the Roller Skating 
Association's annual Convention and Trade Show.  The 
drawing takes place on Wednesday, May 13, 2015 in 
Las Vegas, NV at the RSA President’s Dinner.  
 
YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN CASH PRIZES 
 
The museum will send you an acknowledgement of your 
purchase and your ticket stub(s).   
 
Receiving no city, state or federal funding to sustain 
operating costs, the real challenge always facing the 
museum is how it may sustain the valued exhibits and 
historic archives. 
 

To request your ticket, fill out the lines below 
and send payment to the museum at 
4730 South St., Lincoln, NE 68506 
with your payment of $50 per ticket 

 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________ 
 
Email:________________________________________ 
 
Phone #: _____________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed: ______________________________ 
 
We are reaching out to members of the roller skating 
community.  It is important to everyone in our industry 
that the history of our great sport be preserved and 
showcased for the next generation.  With everyone’s 
help the National Museum of Roller Skating can continue 
as the only roller skating museum in the world. 
 
Please consider purchasing a raffle ticket.  The grand 
prize winner could be you.  Thank you for your 
consideration.   
 
 

New and Renewing Members 
LR Brown 

Katie Znamenacek 
Cort Wahlig 

William Schneider 
Gloria Manning 
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Featured Story 
The First Roller Hockey National Championships 

 

 
 
The RSROA American Roller Hockey Championships 
were held at the 1961 American Amateur Roller Skating 
Championships in Ft Worth, TX.  Two teams from each 
RSROA region won their eligibility from a previous 
playoff in their respective region.   
 
In the March 1985 issue of the museum newsletter, 
curator Michael Brooslin highlighted the introduction of 
roller hockey into the amateur roller skating 
championships.  Below is his writing: 
 
Shortly after the formation of the RSROA, a draft set of 
roller hockey rules were published in 1940 to stimulate 
the growth of the sport.  However, it was not until the late 
1950s that roller hockey (both ball and puck) competition 
became serious. 
 
In 1959, the RSROA authorized the formation of the 
American Roller Hockey Association, with Joe Spillman 
of San Antonio, Texas as commissioner.  Unlike today, 
the hockey registration cards could be used by both 
amateurs and professionals, as the new hockey program 
was not governed by USFARS amateur rules. 
 
1960 marked the debut of roller hockey at the National 
Championships, with several teams performing 
exhibition matches.  It was the following year that saw 
rink hockey come of age at the first United States 
National Championships. 
 

 
1961 Rolling Ghosts of Lubbock, TX 

 
At the 1961 National Championships, roller hockey got 
off to a thrilling start with the Rolling Ghosts of Lubbock, 
Texas, defeating the Capitol Comets of Austin, TX, 4-3 
in overtime during the final match.  The championship 
game was held during the opening night of the nationals.   

The two Texas teams had survived the elimination 
games held during the day, and earned the right to 
compete for the first U.S. National Title. The Comets 
jumped off to a 3-0 lead in the first half off of the two 
goals by Robert Gay and a single tally by Eddie Tieman.  
Johnny “Preacher” Black, Dickey Sisson, and Lyndol 
Hall each scored one goal for the Rolling Ghosts in the 
second half to knot the score at 3-3, and force the game 
into a sudden-death overtime.  A few minutes into the 
overtime period, Dickey Sisson put the ball into the net, 
giving the Lubbock team the first of many National titles.   
 
The original members of this remarkable team were 
Henry Black, JG Black, USARS Hall of Famer Johnny 
“Preacher” Black, Dickey Sisson, Bill Sisson, Edwin 
Sisson, and Lyndol Hall.   
 
Along with the Ghosts and the second place Comets, the 
Franklin Challengers (Franklin, California), the VFW 
Rebels (Tampa, Florida), and the Longview Rol-O-Way 
Hockey Club (Longview, Washington), thrilled the 
crowds and made the first National Ball Hockey 
Championships a success.   
 

 
 

In the above photo, roller hockey commissioner Joe 
Spillman congratulated members of the Rolling Ghosts 
team of Lubbock.  Team members shown are Henry 
Black, JG Black, Johnny Black, and Dickey Sisson.   

 
Many items of roller hockey’s past remain protected and 
displayed by the museum.  Brothers Dickey and Bill 
Sisson contributed greatly to our 1960s roller hockey 
collection.  Awards and equipment in our collection such 
as this 1966 United States World Team uniform below 
worn by Bill colorize this great era in roller hockey.  
 

 



Happy President’s Day 
Skating in the White House 

 
Over the years, many presidents have endorsed the 
activity of roller skating.  It was a way to have fun as well 
as exercise.  There were four specific presidents who 
allowed their children to roller skate INSIDE the White 
House.  These presidents included:  James Garfield, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Gerald Ford, and Jimmy Carter.  
The East Room housed the main roller skating activity.   
 

 
East Room, 1904 

 
The East Room became a popular place to skate for the 
Roosevelt children, especially little Ethel.  The tall 
windows and chandeliers illuminated the room for great 
skating conditions.  The children were even known to 
bicycle and walk on stilts across the room. 
 
Susan Ford and friend Kimberly Nardi once roller-skated 
through the Oval Office while President Ford met with 
Henry Kissinger.   
 
During the Carter Administration, daughter Amy used 
this room to practice her roller skating as well.  The 
marks she made while skating remained unfixed until 
some thirty years later. 
 

 

Rink Sticker Collection 
 
The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating 
rink stickers.  Many skating rinks used to produce  
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for 
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the 
different location in which they skated.  These were even  
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under 
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded 
in 1948.  Each newsletter, we will feature different rink 
stickers.  Here are a few examples of the numerous   
stickers in the collection and on display at the National 
Museum of Roller Skating.          
         
              

  

 
   
 
  
 

Thanks for supporting the museum! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Benefactor Museum Members 
Roller Skating Association  Indianapolis IN  
USA Roller Sports  Lincoln  NE  
RC Sports   Lenexa  KS  
Dominic Cangelosi  Glendale CA  
Judy T. Graves   Friedheim MO  
Trace & Shannon Hansen  Warsaw  IN  
Linda Miner   Donora  PA  
Charlene Conway   Lakeville  MA  
Connie Wahlig   Hockessin DE 
 
Patron 
Annelle & Bob Anderson  Fort Worth TX  
Alan & Judy Bacon  Richland  WA  
Keith Brainard   Warren  OH  
Chester Fried   South River NJ  
Harry & Lori Walker  Ft. Worth TX 
Crazy Skates   San Diego CA 
 
Associate Patron 
Wheely  Fun   Wilbraham MA  
Bob Babcock   Ray Township MI 
Bobby Bentley   Pensacola FL  
Audoire Christophe  Touvois  FR  
Joe and Betty Ann Danna  Lakewood R. FL  
Edwina & Roger Hansen  Cologne  NJ  
Hansen Eastlake   Warsaw  IN  
Hansen Holiday   Warsaw  IN  
Bill & Tanya Hoefler  Hadley  MA  
Linda Katz   Columbus OH  
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman Marietta  GA  
George Kolibaba   Milwaukie OR  
Nellie & Rob Lillie   New York NY  
Nadine Meis   Sun City  AZ  
Beth Wahlig Nolan  Newark  DE  
Glenn Ramsey   Roanoke VA  
Sin City Skates   San Diego CA  
William Sahley   St. Louis Park MN  
Cort Wahlig   Newark  DE  
Leland Wells   Wichita  KS  
George & Suzanne Pickard Lincoln  NE  
Todd Rendfrey                            Edgewater Park NJ 
Patricia Hanaway   St. Louis  MO 
Marie Walker   Wellsville KS 
RSA Section 2   Bakersfield CA 
RSA Section1   Centralia WA 
RSA Section 10   Fairhaven MA 
Bob and Irene LaBriola  Fountain Valley CA 
Michael & Pat Jacques  Granite Bay CA 
LR Brown   Old Hickory TN  
 
Donor 
Buggy Allmond   Harrisonburg VA 
Irene Ballard   Knoxville TN  
Ella Hansen   Warsaw  IN  
Jordan Hansen   Warsaw  IN  
Jim Hafner   Brenham TX  
William & Dorothy McDonald Independence MO   
John Miller   Greencastle PA  
Donna Rhodes   Newton  NC  
William Schneider  Johnstown PA  
James & Faye Shoemake  Hendersonville TN  
Dennis Pickard   Liberty  MO  
Janet Pavilonis   Lakewood FL 
Joseph Wagner   Algonquin IL  
Anne Pals   St. Charles MO 
 
 
 

Individual/Family 
Robert Alstead   Modesto  CA  
June Bickmeyer   Gainesville FL  
Chris Cohen   Fond Du Lac WI  
Sue Ellis    Kettering OH  
Fleming Family   Northridge CA  
Doug & Christy Foual  Baton Rouge LA  
Mary Hayes   Northbrook IL  
Bob & Jeanne Housholder  Champaign IL  
Cecelia Kelley   Bloomfield Hills MI  
Tim Laskey   Colusa  CA  
Gloria Manning   Miami  FL  
Michael Nelson   Santa Rosa CA  
Randy Ray   Centralia WA 
Stacy Orta   Hollister  CA  
Edie Plimpton Fleeman  Durham  NC  
Kellie Reynolds   Huntington B. CA  
Gail Rushing   Dallas  TX  
Lori Schade Shelly  Coopersburg PA   
Bill Sisson   Lubbock  TX   
Bill & Marian Spooner  Battle Ground WA  
Kathy Tini   Douglassville PA  
George & Michelle Vannurden Elizabethtown KY  
Stephen Winbery   Memphis TN  
Mike Zaidman   Boca Raton FL  
Joline Zepcevski   Minneapolis MN  
Robert & Diane Braun  Helotes  TX  
Patrick Meyer   Lincoln  NE  
Elizabeth Novak   Waterford MI  
John Meszaros   Langhorne PA  
Carey Elder   Marlton  NJ 
Eugene Keller   Altoona  PA 
John Heffner   Delanco  NJ 
S Poulsen   Basking Ridge NJ 
Janet Jordan   Voorhees NJ 
Allen Bell III   Reading  PA 
Jeanne Sincavage  Reading  PA 
W Frombach   Johnstown PA 
Tiffany Bogden   Lemoyne PA 
Bill Graf    Delran  NJ 
John Patton   Glenside  PA 
Steve Hinkle   Voorhees NJ 
Ted Hanson   St Petersburg FL 
Louise Neal   Saylorsburg PA 
Mark Wright   Marlton  NJ 
Victor Rodriguez   Voorhees NJ 
Chris Roemer   Vincentown NJ 
Maria McGee   Up. Chichester   PA 
Jackie Ryfsnyder   Reading  PA 
Susan Lippolis   Springfield VA 
Sandra Lindsey   Santa Ana CA 
Sylvia Haffke   Covington GA 
Bud & Shirley Engle  Cleveland OH 
Cheryl Mahon   Grand Prairie TX 
Cynthia Gates   Newmarket NH 
Linda Wood   Sacramento CA 
Marion Cherubini   Marshfield MA 
Floyd Terry   Fairbanks AK 
Ann Saccomano   Memphis TN 
Sue Filo    Stuart  FL 
Carlos Ferreira   Boca Raton FL 
Richard Sholes   Cranston RI 
Robert & Jacqueline Kane  Houston  TX 
Ellie Shattuck   San Francisco CA 
Chrissy Ellis   Douglasville GA 
Marilyn Roberts   New York NY 
Katie Znamenacek  Oak View CA 
 
 


