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The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska. It is the only
dedicated roller skating museum in the world. We are committed to the preservation of the history of roller skating. With
over 50 display cases, the museum educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which dates back to the first
patented skate from 1819.

Museum Hours of Operation: Open 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday - closed Holidays. Group tours can be
scheduled by calling 402) 483-7551, ext. 16.

SKATING VANITIES - For the next couple of newsletters we are going
to focus on the fabulous Skating Vanities, its stars, the production, the
locations, and the popularity.

e

1942 February SKATING REVIEW: Mitzi Taylor, age 5 and
Jane Broadhurst, 8, youngest members of the F.H.F. Figure
Skating Club of Boston, say they have no trouble reading the
pictures in SKATING REVIEW.

In our March 15 issue of the Museum Newsletter, we touched
on how Ed Smith (formerly the Great Rexo of vaudeville fame)
produced a monthly publication called the SKATING REVIEW
that covered all roller action at the time of its publication, and
for a period was the official publication of the Roller Skating
Rink Operators Association.

Gloria Nordskog
before she became known as Gloria Nord

While touring the country to promote sales for his new magazine, Smith "discovered" Gloria Nordskog (changed to Nord as
reported in the July 1941 SKATING REVIEW). He approached her to tour the Midwest, and with the company of her
mother, she gave exhibitions in rinks, theaters and cafes, acting as the goodwill ambassador for SKATING REVIEW.


http://twitter.com/

Gloria Nordsloog's ssother makes heor skating
clothes. And such a wardrobe you never saw.
Until we iswpected this row upon row of beau
tifully made sksting appare]l hanging in the
Nordskog Holtywood residence, we titlod Melva
Block of Detroit “America’s Best Dressed
Roller Bkater.™ Glaria rates about equal. My,
Nordskog takes great delight in making eos-
tumes for her wax-doll doughter. She malkes
one gorgeous thing right after the other with
0o regard for the fact that the closet B now
bulging. Mra. Nordakog is a girl again making
daoll clothes . . . and WHAT a dall!

Gloria's mother Daisy traveled with her on tour with SKATING

REVIEW and later with the Skating Vanities. "Gloria was one fine lady

everyone loved her. When we were in Rome we had a private
audience with the Pope. One time Louis Armstrong was with our
show. Lots of memories. Coach Caroline" (Caroline Buchanan
Mirelli)
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Ed Smith, Editor of SKATING REVIEW, with Gloria and her mother Daisy

From the December 1940 issue of "Skating Review" an
article appeared (left) that stated:

Gloria Nordskog's mother makes her skating clothes.
And such a wardrobe you never saw. Until we inspected
this row upon row of beautifully made skating apparel
hanging in the Nordskog Hollywood residence, we titled
Melva Block of Detroit "America's Best Dressed Roller
Skater." Gloria rates about equal. Mrs. Nordskog takes
great delight in making costumes for her wax-doll
daughter. She makes one gorgeous thing right after the
other with no regard for the fact that the closet is now
bulging. Mrs. Nordskog is a girl again making doll
clothes...and WHAT a doll!

FROM THE PERSONAL
LIBRARY OF:
GEORGE PICKARD J)




Also from the December 1940 Skating Review: On the evening of November 4th, SKATING REVIEW attended a two-hour
"Roller Follies" presented for a local charity in the Hollywood Roller Bow!.

Miss Patsy O'Bryan (eleven years old) was booked as the star...Patsy did beautifully, as did the entire cast, but SKATING
REVIEW gives the high place of honor to Miss Gloria Nordskog. Gloria is the most graceful as well as the best looking
amateur roller skater this magazine has seen perform in any rink in this country. That includes a lot of territory. If the
producers of the coming Madison Garden Carnival don't bring Gloria to New York they're missing a bet...

Sport promotor, Harold Steinman, caught her performance of one such show in Chicago and offered her star billing in the
new roller skating revue he was organizing, which initially used the name of Roller Follies. From the February 1942
SKATING REVIEW regarding the professional show: On the cover below: Roller Follies Opening - Dolly Durkin, 1940
National Dance Champion, co-starred in roller’s first big pro show with Betty Lytle and Gloria Nord, posing before the
elaborately costumed chorus of fans. Each fan is said to have cost $75. See pictures on page 2.

10 Conts o Copy VRRGARY | S o 1 s On page 2: ROLLER'S FIRST BIG PRO SHOW

| SEEMS A SUCCESS - Roller Follies of 1942
produced by Fanchon and Marco and directed by
Gae Foster, had its premier in Baltimore January 7th.
Seats in the Coliseum sold up to $1.65 and the four-

day run proved that, with some revision, the show
may be a commercial success.

Betty Lytle joined the cast with the Cleveland Arena
opening on January 18! and as this issue goes to
press reports from Cleveland say the show is a sell-
out. Itis a $100,000 show with $25,000 in costumes
and a cast of 85, and if a series of engagements
show it to be in public favor, it will be a big
advertisement for the roller sport and a new
incentive for skaters to make rollers a paying
profession. After the trial runs, it is hoped more
good skating talent can be attracted to the cast.

| Gloria Nord said that she talked Steinman to
R 0 l‘ [‘ E R '-'\ dropping the show's original name, Roller Follies:
Fo L L l E S because she thought it misled the public into thinking
they were paying to see a roller derby, the contact
sport featuring roughhousing skaters jamming on a
track. The new name would be the Skating Vanities.

The Beller You Skale the More Gun You'll Have

Can anyone identify this pin - Greenville R.S.A - 1885? Being relatively new to the
resources in the National Museum, | have limited knowledge of lapel pins from the past.
The person inquiring says "It seems to be copper and may have been an award of some
type. Was there a RSA in Greenville in 18857 Greenville where--North Carolina, South
Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania? Don't know how it ended up in Missouri. | think | got
it with a box of junk at a garage sale." If we can identify it, the owner says he will donate
it to the Museum. Anyone have any information to share?




GUEST WRITERS - There are so many individuals who are members of the Museum (as well as those who are not
members), who can provide extremely valuable information for the preservation of our roller skating history. Let us know if
you have a topic that we could include in this Newsletter and are willing to write something, or know of someone who has
valuable knowledge of our history to share.

®
GIVE TO LINCOLN DAY - Mark your calendars. Funds donated to the National
Museum of Roller Skating on May 26 via www.givetolincoln.com, will receive a

proportional match.from lthe L@ncoln Community Foundation. Itis a good way to increase To Lincoln Day
the value of your gift of financial support. May 26, 2016

LINCOLN COMMUNITY

F O UNDA AT I ON

MYSTERIES AT THE MUSEUM - The Mysteries at the Museum television show, which
will include a segment filmed at the National Museum of Roller Skating, will premiere on
the Travel Channel on Thursday, April 28 at 8:00 PM Central Time. The segment is titled "Nation of Sealand, Nantucket
Sea Monster, Bandit Queen."

THANK YOU - Thank you to renewing members Gloria Manning, Gail Rushing, Robert and Charlene Conway, Kathleen Tini
and RSA Section 2. .We also wish to express our appreciation for donations from RSA Section 7 (lllinois and Indiana) sent
in by Bob Hoousholder; and the donations in memory of George Pickard from Maurice Van Roekel and Marie Walker as
well as one from Maurice Van Roekel in the name of Vince Cilurso.

Benefactor Museum Members ($500+) Associate Patron ($100)
Dan & Kim Brown Flint, MI Judy Baron-Fultz Evanston, IL
Wendy Browne Las Vegas, NV Edwina & Roger Hansen Cologne, NJ
Dominic Cangelosi Glendale, CA Hansen's Holiday Skate Center Elkhart, IN
Charlene Conway Lakeville, MA Hansen's Eastlake Skate Center Warsaw, IN
Dennis Ellmaurer Fox Point, WI Hansen-Smith's Easley Skate Cr. Easley, SC
Bud & Shirley Engle Cleveland, OH Steve Hinkle Voorhees, NJ
Judy T. Graves Friedheim, MO Bill & Tanya Hoefler Hadley, MA
Trace Hansen Warsaw, IN Melanie Holt Houston, TX
Jim & Sharon McMahon Danville, IL Michael & Pat Jacques Granite Bay, CA
Linda Miner Donora, PA Linda Katz/Rinksider Columbus, OH
Roller Skating Association Indianapolis, IN Cecelia Kelley Bloomfield Hills, MI
USA Roller Sports Lincoln, NE Bob & Irene LaBriola Fountain Valley, CA
Connie Wah"g Hockessin, DE Nellie & Rob Lillie New York, NY

Gloria Manning Miami, FL

Ralph Marinelli Ventnor, NJ

Nadine Meis Sun City, AZ
Patron ($250) . '
Annelle & Bob Anderson Fort Worth, TX John & Frgn Miller Greencastle, PA
Bob Babcock Ray Township, M| Beth Wahlig Nolan Newark, DE
Alan & Judy Bacon Richland, WA Anne Pals . St. Charles, MO
LR Brown 0ld Hickory, TN George & Suzapne Pickard Lincoln, NE
s Do i e
Joe and Betty Ann Danna Lakewood Ranch, FL mSey g
Garv Enalund Burlington. WA RSA Section 2 Bakersfield, CA
Bri a)r/1 G agm sby Sara s?)ta ’FL RSA Section1 Centralia, WA
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman Marietta, GA Bill Sahly. St. Louts Park, MN

, CortWahlig Newark, DE

Tina Robertson Topeka, KS Marie Walker Wellsville, KS
Harry & Lori Walker Ft. Worth, TX . '

Kim Wall Fort Wayne, IN
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Donor ($50)

Buggy Allmond
Robert & Diane Braun
Enid Busser

Everett Skate Deck
Heather Doyle

Dawn Gonzales

Jim Hafner

Jordan Hansen
Delaney Hansen

Ella Hansen

Ted Hansford

Brian Heersink

Bob & Jeanne Housholder
Janet Jordan

Renee Kitts

Lynden Skateway
Mary Lock

Dorothy McDonald
John Miller

National Skate Distributors
Janet Pavilonis
Dennis Pickard
Donna Rhodes

Roux, Dustin

William Schneider
Sigrid Semien
Michael Sheedy
James & Faye Shoemake
Sin City Skates
Skagit Skate

Skate World West

Bill & Marian Spooner
Alfred Taglang

Jim Turner

Joseph Wagner

Harrisonburg, VA
Helotes, TX

Long Beach, CA
Bothell, WA
Cordova, TN
Loomis, CA
Brenham, TX
Warsaw, IN
Warsaw, IN
Warsaw, IN

St. Petersburg, FL
Livonia, Ml
Champaign, IL
Voorhees, NJ
Lewis Center, OH
Lynden, WA
Reading, MA
Independence, MO
Greencastle, PA
Tacoma, WA
Lake Worth, FL
Liberty, MO
Newton, NC
McMurray, PA
Johnstown, PA
Lufkin, TX
Lynnwood, WA
Hendersonville, TN
San Diego, CA
Burlington, WA
Billings, MT

Battle Ground, WA
Riverview, FL
Milwaukee, WI
Algonquin, IL

Individual/Family ($35) - continued

Ed & Mary Ellen Hughes
Tom Hughes

Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Elizabeth Korjenek

Tim Laskey

Catherine Moberly
James Moulton

Louise Neal

Michael Nelson

Elizabeth Novak

Edie Plimpton Fleeman
Pattison’s West

Janet Pavilonis

Steve and Gloria Poulsen
Wayne Ramsey

Amy Readshaw

Marilyn Roberts

Victor Rodriguez

Liberty, MO
Anchorage, AK
Houston, TX
Albuquerque, NM
Colusa, CA
Renton, WA
Portland, OR
Saylorsburg, PA
Santa Rosa, CA
Waterford, MI
Durham, NC
Federal Way, WA
Lake Worth, FL
Basking Ridge, NJ
Mableton, GA
Coraopolis, PA
New York, NY
Voorhees, NJ

Individual/Family ($35)
Phyllis Bennett

Jose Bordas

Marion Cherubini
Stephanie Creswell
Peter Dolan

Carey Elder

Chrissy Ellis

Sue Filo

Jeri & John Fahrni
Fleming Family
Doug & Christy Foual
Cynthia Gates

Susan Geary

Sylvia Haffke

Mary Hayes
Charlotte Heath

N. Dartmouth, MA
Miami, FL

Marshfield, MA
Elkton, MD

Texas City, TX
Marlton, NJ
Douglasville, GA
Stuart, FL
Deadwood, SD
Northridge, CA
Baton Rouge, LA
Newmarket, NH
Surprise, AZ
Covington, GA
Northbrook, IL

El Dorado Hills, CA

Jon Roux McMurray, PA
RSA Section 5 San Antonio, TX
Gail Rushing Dallas, TX

Tom Russo Myrtle Beach, SC
Lori Schade Shelly Coopersburg, PA
Erika Schaefer Lincoln, NE

Dave Schafer Midland, Ml

Ellie Shattuck San Francisco, CA
Richard Sholes Cranston, RI
Jerry & Barbara Shores St. Joseph, MO
Kathy Tini Douglassville, PA
Judith Young Link Mays Landing, NJ
Katie Znamenacek Oak View, CA
Gloria Nordskog

as a young girl
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