
 
 

     
   

 
Who We Are  

The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3 
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and 
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.  
We are committed to the preservation of the history of 
roller skating.  With over 40 display cases, the museum 
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which 
dates back to the first patented skate from 1819. 
 

Curator’s Corner 
 
Gloria Nord Donation 

 

 
(Gloria Nord of the Skating Vanities) 

 
Mike Nordskog, the great-nephew of former roller 
skating great Gloria Nord of the Skating Vanities, called 
the museum last month to gage our interest in accepting 
a donation from his great-aunt’s skating days.  He 
tantalized our imaginations with thoughts of great skating 
gowns, photographs, skates, and other effects.  After the 
passing of Gloria, he remained entrusted with her 
skating items and wanted a better home for them, 
perhaps at a place where they could be given the proper 
respect and admiration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
(Travel trunk) 

 
After receiving photographs of the items by email, the 
museum anxiously awaited their arrival.  A large crate, 
measuring almost 6 feet high by 4 feet wide arrived at 
the museum on October 16.  The main item that took up 
most of the space was the original travel trunk of Gloria 
during her Skating Vanities days.  Pictured above, the 
trunk contained items Gloria needed during her shows; 
this included makeup, jewelry, head dresses, skates, 
accessories, and her dresses.  

 

 
(Gloria with travel trunk) 
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(Painting of Gloria) 

 
Included with her costumes and jewelry, the donation of 
Gloria Nord came with some artwork.  First, the painting 
shown above stands four feet high.  The artist Benedict 
depicts Gloria standing on her toes.  Secondly, the 
donation included a colored drawing of Gloria in 
costume.    

 
A real treasure in the donation was the box of 
photographs.  These original photos, as noted by 
photographer stamps and dates on the backs, 
showcased Gloria in multiple poses and costumes.  Over 
two hundred of the photos were 8x10 sizes.  The rest 
included smaller sizes like 5x7s, 4x6s, 3x5s, down to 
wallet size.  Group poses, like the picture below, also 
captured others of the show.  With over three hundred 
photographs in all, this addition to the museum collection 
gives our archives a better look inside the Skating 
Vanities. 

 

 
(Vanities group shot) 

 

Library Feature: 
The Listening Post: December 1941 

 
The Listening Post covered news from all of the 
California rinks.  Published in Los Angeles, this monthly 
guide promoted roller skating and its rinks within the 
state. 
 
Rinks had a full page a space dedicated to their own 
promotions, programs, club news, and session pricing.  
These rinks included: The Roller Palace Roller Rink of 
Glendale, The Rollerdrome Roller Rink of Culver City, 
the Pacific Skating Rink in San Diego, Roller Center 
Skating Rink of South Gate, Moonlight Rollerway in 
Pasadena, The Shrine Roller Rink of LA, and 
Hollywood’s The Hollywood Roller Bowl.    

 
Renewing Members 
Alan & Judy Bacon 

Richard Scholes 
Michael Nelson 

 
Roller Skating Firsts 

• First rubber wheels on a roller skate were on the 
English “Woodward” skate in 1852. 

 
• First skate wheels with ball bearings was 

patented in 1884 by Levant M. Richardson. 
 

Rink Photo:  
Pacific Skating Rink 

 

 



For those wishing to renew their memberships, we 
included the following form.  Thanks in advance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wish List 
1.) Rink Files: The museum seeks to expand its roller 
rink files.  In the archives, the museum houses files upon 
files of individual roller rinks from across the country.  
These files are used for research purposes.  We recently 
helped a gentleman find photos from the Bal-A-Roue 
Rink in Medford, MA from our archives.   
 
The more rinks we have on file, the greater chance we 
have to help those searching for information.  We are 
looking for photos, programs, ticket stubs, newspaper 
articles, and any other primary information about roller 
rinks.   
 
2.) Regional programs:  We need modern issues of all 
regional programs.  For example, we need Northeast 
programs from ‘93-‘00 and ‘04-present, Southeast ‘88-
‘97 and ‘05-present, and Eastern ‘86-’97 and ‘04-
present.. 
 
The museum’s goal is to have two copies of each issue 
for its permanent archives.  With regionals now over, 
please send copies of your regional programs to the 
museum.  Thanks in advance. 
 
 
 

3.) The museum needs items from jam skating.  DVDs, 
skates, programs, t-shirts, magazines, and anything 
associated with the sport are needed for the museum.  
Please contact us to see what you can donate.     

 
Rink Sticker Collection 

The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating 
rink stickers.  Many skating rinks used to produce  
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for 
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the 
different location in which they skated.  These were even  
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under 
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded 
in 1948.  Each newsletter, we will feature four different 
rink stickers.  Here are a few examples of the numerous   
stickers in the collection and on display at the National 
Museum of Roller Skating. 
                               

 

 
 

Thanks for supporting the museum! 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Name: ______________________________ 
Address: 
___________________________________         
City/State/Zip: 
___________________________________  
 
Membership Level      1 year      2 years           
Benefactor     ___ $500   ___ $950 
Patron       ___ $250   ___ $475        
Assoc Patron         ___ $100   ___ $185   
Donor      ___ $50     ___ $90    
Individual/Family    ___ $35     ___ $65                 
Additional Contribution    $ _______                  
Total Enclosed $ _______ 
 
Method of Payment  
___Check to National Museum of Roller Skating 
___ Visa       ___ MasterCard 
 
Credit Card 
Number__________________________  
Exp.___________ 
Signature_______________________________ 
        
Mail to: National Museum of Roller Skating,  
4730 South Street, Lincoln, NE 68506  
Fax to: 402-483-1465 

 



 
 

Skate magazine, Summer 1987 issue 


