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Who We Are
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world.
We are committed to the preservation of the history of
roller skating. With over 50 display cases, the museum
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which
dates back to the first patented skate from 1819.

Curator’s Corner

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
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Happy St. Patrick’'s Day everyone. Most rinks celebrate
holidays with various holiday-themed parties for the
public. To make the night more fun, rinks can promote
costume contests or incentives for dressing silly. One
such example above from the Temple Hills Skating
Palace shows their advertisement for this year; this rink
cut the price of admission to FREE when patrons enter
wearing green. This encourages holiday spirit and a fun
promotion to regular and occasional skaters.

Donation Received
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Robert Hoskin developed and patented a braking system
for the Rollerblade model Coyote inline skate. Hoskin
has now donated to the museum his official U.S. patent
along with parts, prototypes, pictures, and a pair of
Coyote skates. The museum plans to incorporate his
donation into an exhibit featuring the process of this
patent idea from start to finish. Hoskin explains his idea:

This invention relates generally to braking and cooling
systems and more particularly to high heat transfer
braking systems capable of simultaneously applying
braking forces to multiple rolling members and cooling
systems for rapidly cooling rotation members.

This patent consists of twenty-three claims and nine
drawings. These claims and drawings further explain
what this new braking system does and how it improves
the previous method.
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Featured Story
Skating Floors and Surfaces

One of the most important aspects to a roller skating rink
is the skating floor. The following qualities are essential

to a successful surface: durability, traction, smoothness,

resiliency, quietness, and cleanliness.

There are many types of skating surfaces available.
Surface types include maple, chipboard, terrazzo,
asphalt, and concrete. Skating floors should then be
coated with a plastic finish, with a possible exception of
maple. Each type of floor has its own positives and
negatives for the owner and skater.

Imperial Roller Rink-Portland, Oregon
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Maple floors have long been considered the premier
roller skating floor material. Specifically, Northern Maple
provides the hardness and durability necessary for the
pounding the skating floor takes. The high cost
dissuades many rinks from imploring this type of floor.
While almost mandatory for skating floors during the
roller skating hey-day, maple floors today are more
scarce do to the cost on upkeep. Of course a plastic
coating is necessary to prevent dust and use of harsh
abrasive powders for cleaning.

Main Floor Locking From 8. E.

Main floor, Mineola Rink

Terrazzo, once a popular choice, saw a short shelf life of
interest. A mixture of small marble chips that was then
set in cement, Terrazzo wass then polished until the
surface was smooth. The marble flakes gave a good
eye appeal to the floor and could vary depending on the
marble used. The installation process was daunting and
expensive; cracks were common with poor installation.

Chipboard consists of wood chips bonded together
through heat, pressure, and glue in board form with a
high density binder. Commonly set upon a concrete
base as a sound subsurface, chipboard can be installed
two ways: first, a direct application to concrete or asphalt
using mastic or epoxy compounds, and second, a free
floating system of installation allows for expansion and
movement.

Chipboard floor

Concrete floors provide a less costly floor from both
installations to upkeep. The levelness of the subfloor
and condition of the concrete finish play a leading role in
the success of the final epoxy skating surface. A
primary objective is a moisture-free concrete floor.
Special care must be taken to avoid trowel ridge lines or
an extremely rough broom finish as this will have a
definite effect on the ultimate skating surface.

Another economical floor type, asphalt flooring was also
a popular choice. When coated with plastic, the floors
were extremely quiet, resistant of water damage, and
easily reparable. However, temperature variations could
cause cracking.

Concrete floor

Other hardwood floors also warranted some
experimentation. Southern maple, oak, and pecan floors
appeared in varied locations. While not equivalent in
hardness to the maple, with a plastic coating this type of
floor has been functional.

*Source: Roller Skating Industry Fact Book, 1976



Skating Vanities

The Skating Vanities were an American traveling roller
skating show in the 1940s and 1950s. Performing in all
of the large American venues, the Skating Vanities
numbered over 100 skaters in the troupe.

The headliner of the show was Gloria Nord, pictured in
the center. Many of the artifacts in the museum about
the Skating Vanities came from the generous
contributions from Ms. Nord and her estate.

Additional information and materials were donated by
Caroline Mirelli and her late husband Tony, both
performers in the show.

Museum Raffle

PRESERVING OUR PAST FOR THE FUTURE
Price 550. Three prizes will be awarded based on total amount sold.
First ticket drawn receives 5% of total ticket sales.
Second ticket drawn receives 10% of total ticket sales.
The third and final ticket drawn receives 35% of the total sales.
Total prizes are 50% of ticket sales.

Drawing to take place, Wednesday, May 13, 2015,
at the RSA International Convention, South Point
Hotel, Casino & Spa, Las Vegas, Nevada during the
President’s Dinner.
Ticket holders need not be present to win. All
proceeds benefit the museum.

The National Museum of Roller Skating is a publicly supported,
charitable organization.

Every year the museum hosts a raffle as the prime
fundraiser for the year. This year, as a sales incentive,
the raffle will be conducted on a 50/50 split of the
proceeds. Three winners will be drawn at random and
awarded a split of the total sales. The third place winner
receives 5% of the total sales, second place receives
10%, and the grand prize winner receives 35% of the
total sales. The grand prize winner should easily
receive over $5,000.

To purchase a raffle ticket, please contact the museum.
All proceeds go to preserving the museum.

Rink Sticker Collection

The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating
rink stickers. Many skating rinks used to produce
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the
different location in which they skated. These were even
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded
in 1948. Each newsletter, we will feature different rink
stickers. Here are a few examples of the numerous
stickers in the collection and on display at the National
Museum of Roller Skating.

Thanks for supporting the museum!




Benefactor Museum Members ($500+)

Roller Skating Association
USA Roller Sports

RC Sports

Dominic Cangelosi

Judy T. Graves

Linda Miner

Charlene Conway

Connie Wabhlig

Patron ($250)

Annelle & Bob Anderson
Alan & Judy Bacon
Keith Brainard
ChesterFried

Harry & Lori Walker
Crazy Skates

Associate Patron ($100)
Wheely Fun

Bob Babcock

Bobby Bentley

Audoire Christophe

Joe and Betty Ann Danna
Edwina & Roger Hansen
Bill & Tanya Hoefler
Linda Katz

Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman
Nellie & Rob Lillie

Nadine Meis

Beth Wahlig Nolan

Glenn Ramsey

Sin City Skates

Cort Wabhlig

Leland Wells

George & Suzanne Pickard
Todd Rendfrey

Patricia Hanaway

Marie Walker

RSA Section 2

RSA Sectionl

Bob and Irene LaBriola
Michael & Pat Jacques
LR Brown

Donor ($50)

Buggy Allmond

Irene Ballard

William & Dorothy McDonald
John Miller

Donna Rhodes

William Schneider
James & Faye Shoemake
Dennis Pickard

Janet Pavilonis

Joseph Wagner

Anne Pals

Individual/Family ($35)
Robert Alstead

June Bickmeyer

Chris Cohen

Indianapolis IN

Lincoln NE
Lenexa KS
Glendale CA
Friedheim MO
Donora PA
Lakeville MA

Hockessin DE

Fort Worth X

Richland WA
Warren OH
South River NJ
Ft. Worth X

San Diego CA

Wilbraham MA
Ray Township Ml

Pensacola FL

Touvois FR

Lakewood R. FL

Cologne NJ

Hadley MA
Columbus OH
Marietta GA
New York NY
Sun City AZ

Newark DE
Roanoke VA
San Diego CA
Newark DE
Wichita KS
Lincoln NE
Edgewater ParkNJ

St. Louis MO
Wellsville KS
Bakersfield CA
Centralia WA

Fountain Valley CA
Granite Bay CA
Old Hickory TN

Harrisonburg VA
Knoxville TN
Independence MO
Greencastle PA

Newton NC
Johnstown PA
Hendersonville TN
Liberty MO
Lakewood FL
Algonquin IL

St. Charles MO

Modesto CA
Gainesville FL
Fond DulLac WI

FlemingFamily
Doug & Christy Foual
Mary Hayes

Bob & Jeanne Housholder
Cecelia Kelley

Tim Laskey

Gloria Manning
Michael Nelson
Randy Ray

Stacy Orta

Edie Plimpton Fleeman
Kellie Reynolds
Gail Rushing

Lori Schade Shelly
Bill Sisson

Bill & Marian Spooner
Kathy Tini

Stephen Winbery
Mike Zaidman
Joline Zepcevski
Robert & Diane Braun
Patrick Meyer
Elizabeth Novak
John Meszaros
Carey Elder
Eugene Keller

John Heffner

S Poulsen

Janet Jordan

Allen Bell 111

Jeanne Sincavage
W Frombach
Tiffany Bogden

Bill Graf

John Patton

Steve Hinkle

Ted Hanson

Louise Neal

Mark Wright

Victor Rodriguez
Chris Roemer
Maria McGee
Jackie Ryfsnyder
Susan Lippolis
Sandra Lindsey
Sylvia Haffke

Bud & Shirley Engle
Cheryl Mahon
Cynthia Gates
Linda Wood

Marion Cherubini
Floyd Terry

Ann Saccomano
Sue Filo

Carlos Ferreira
Richard Sholes
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Ellie Shattuck
Chrissy Ellis
Marilyn Roberts
Katie Znamenacek

Northridge
Baton Rouge
Northbrook
Champaign
Bloomfield Hills
Colusa
Miami

Santa Rosa
Centralia
Hollister
Durham
Huntington B.
Dallas
Coopersburg
Lubbock
Battle Ground
Douglassville
Memphis
Boca Raton
Minneapolis
Helotes
Lincoln
Waterford
Langhorne
Marlton
Altoona
Delanco
Basking Ridge
Voorhees
Reading
Reading
Johnstown
Lemoyne
Delran
Glenside
Voorhees

St Petersburg
Saylorsburg
Marlton
Voorhees
Vincentown
Up. Chichester
Reading
Springfield
Santa Ana
Covington
Cleveland
Grand Prairie
Newmarket
Sacramento
Marshfield
Fairbanks
Memphis
Stuart

Boca Raton
Cranston
Houston

San Francisco
Douglasville
New York
Oak View

CA
LA
IL
IL
MI
CA
FL
CA
WA
CA
NC
CA
X
PA
X
WA
PA
TN
FL
MN
X
NE
MI
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
NJ
NJ
PA
PA
PA
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
FL
PA
NJ
NJ
NJ
PA
PA
VA
CA
GA
OH
TX
NH
CA
MA
AK
TN
FL
FL
RI
X
CA
GA
NY
CA



