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Who We Are Secondly, the online payment feature is also available
The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c )3 for museum store purchases. By visiting the page
non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska and www.rollerskatingmuseum.com/store anyone can add
the only dedicated roller skating museum in the world. the specific items desired to a shopping cart and pay
We are committed to the preservation of the history of online afterwards via PayPal.
roller skating. With over 50 display cases, the museum
educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which Add to Cart

dates back to the first patented skate from 1819.

These two actions offer potential customers a greater
freedom to join as members or order items from our
store. Current members can also renew their
memberships more quickly. This more user friendly
method is all about helping you support our museum
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Online Payment Now Available

Membership Levels more efficiently.
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The museum is pleased to unveil two new features on — ) ) ) .
our website. Since information sharing continues to rise Things Speak: Storied Objects from Lincoln Collections
in the digital world, our museum now offers the ability to opens today at the Sheldon Art Museum in Lincoln, NE.

join the museum online. o ] ) ) ]
The exhibition will feature items arranged with the stories

By visiting our site at www.rollerskatingmuseum.com/join about each object presented. The exhibit is designed to
prospective and current members can sign up for _be a diverse and unique presentation that conveys the
memberships by choosing one of the five categories. importance of storytelling while also showcasing the

cultural depth of Lincoln's public collections.
Selecting one of the options then brings the user to

PayPal, a free and secure online pay site. This payment Museums represented include the International Quilt
can be made totally online by filling in the necessary Study Center and Museum, Kruger Collection, Museum
information. No credit card information will ever be sent of American Speed Smith Collection, National Museum
via email to the museum, it is all done through PayPal. of Roller Skating, Nebraska Capitol Collections of the
Office of the Capitol Commission, Pioneers Park Nature
The new member’s address and type of membership is Center, and University of Nebraska State Museum.
then sent to the museum for processing. As usual a — W .
quick turnaround is met and membership begins after a Things Speak” is open through Feb. 8. More details

few days. and pictures will be included in our next newsletter.



http://www.rollerskatingmuseum.com/join
http://www.rollerskatingmuseum.com/store
http://twitter.com/

Secrets of Rink Skating

In an instructional pamphlet copyrighted 1948 titled
Secrets of Rink Skating, the Chicago Skate Company
attempted to educate the public on the mechanics of
roller skating.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to present a few
highlights in the primary phases of roller skating which
may be of help to the beginner or anyone desiring to
learn.

Walking Versus Skating

Under the heading Plain Skating Chicago discusses the
mechanics behind walking versus roller skating in
learning how to properly perform on a pair of skates.

It is a well known fact that the human body is in
complete upright balance only when standing with both
feet side by side and the body weight equally distributed
on both feet. Likewise body balance can be obtained on
one foot by shifting the weight to one side. In walking,
the body leans forward or backward while one foot is
being placed ahead or behind it, and is “off balance” until
the striding foot and prop foot are brought side by side to
re-assume original balance position. If either prop or
stride foot were taken away, the body would fall-
because it is not in true balance.

In roller skating you have an entirely different principle of
propulsion, just the reverse to walking. Both feet- all
eight wheels must be on the floor, with the body in an
upright position at the time your weight is transferred
from one foot to the other. You no longer step out ahead
of the body as in walking, nor do you lean or bend
forward or backward. Only a slight side lean or rocker
motion in the transfer of body weight is necessary to give
momentum. Your feet are to be alongside each other
and the unused or “balance foot” is going to the rear.
The immediate transfer of your weight from one foot to
the other is call “parallel takeoffs.” This action enables
the skater to glide forward smoothly and almost without
effort.

We cannot overstress the importance of weight
distribution and posture, which is so essential to
maintaining true balance. Reference has been made to
walking and “off balance” when leaning the body forward
with one leg being placed out ahead to catch its weight.
However, in roller skating the skating foot does not stand
still when attached to a moving mechanism, neither does
it grip the surface as in walking or ice skating. Therefore
the transfer of body weight must be quick and always
centered over the skating foot in order to retain true
balance and prevent the unnecessary falls due to “off
balance.”

Proper Care of Your Skates

Adjustments are concerned primarily with the
adjustment of full type bearing wheels. There should be
a very slight amount of shake or play between the
bearing, con, and bushing to take care of the expansion
of the bearings when in use. If this play is not allowed,
the bearings will expand and bind between the cone and
bushing, thereby scoring either one or the other or both
of them and rendering the skates unsatisfactory. The
adjustments of the action screw to correspond to the
type of skating desired by the individual is another point
which is frequently overlooked by the casual skater. By
increasing the amount of tension against the action
rubber, the skater can reduce the amount of action
available in the skate so that if he or she is particularly
heavy, the skate can be made to give just the amount of
action desired. Or, if the skater is a very light individual,
the tension can be released on the action rubber and a
soft rubber inserted if necessary, so that the lighter
skater can get the same amount of action from the same
equipment that the heavy skater enjoys.

Flat wheels can be prevented by stopping with “four
wheel brakes.” Flattened and irregular wheels on the
front truck can be eliminated by being careful not to drag
the toes at the end of a stroke. If, in normal skating, the
front wheels tend to become worn more rapidly than the
rear, the entire truck can be removed and place in the
rear position, the rear truck being placed in the forward
position, thereby crisscrossing the wheels on you skates
just as tires on a car are crisscrossed to give longer and
more even weatr.

When it comes to grinding worn wheels or to general
overhauling, this work had best be done by the skate
man at the local rink. Better traction can be obtained
from wheels which are kept true by occasional grinding
and if the equipment is watched so that any irregularity
in wheels is take care of immediately, the wheel will not
have to be ground down any great amount in order to
correct the condition. If on the other hand, flats are
allowed to go for some time or the wheel is allowed to
wear egg shaped, a great portion of the wearing surface
must be sacrificed to the grinder in order to get the
wheels into shape again.



Featured Exhibit: Evolution of the Wheel
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The evolution of the roller skating wheel started in the
1760s when John Joseph Merlin, an inventor took his
first stride on an inline roller skate on the floor. The
materials used for his roller skate wheels have changed
greatly over the years. Through the early 1800s, the
inline skate remained the only style available with wheel
choices of wood, metal, or the deluxe ivory.

In 1852, the Woodward Skate Company introduced a
rubber wheel, and while many used the rubber wheels,
most wheels of the latter part of the 19" century were
made of boxwood or flowering dogwood tree. After
James Plimpton invented the modern quad roller skate
in 1863, wooden wheels became the preferred material.
These wheels were mad e from the hard, fine grained,
dense wood that became the most popular, although
metal and rubber remained in use also.

In 1884, Levant Richardson of Milwaukee, Wisconsin
first inserted ball bearings into a skate wheel, allowing
skate bearings to roll more smoothly. Using these ball
bearings meant less friction resulting in less strenuous
movements, and this feature attracted more people to
the sport. Metal wheels became popular with the growth
of street skating in the 1920s; however, they were later
banded from use in roller rinks in the 1940s due to
damage they caused to the wooden floors. Inthe 1950s,
composite wheels made of clay, rubber, and some early
plastics started the development of the modern wheels,
culminating in the current use of polyurethane plastics.

In 1938, two skaters from England named Jim and Joan
Lidstone popularized precision bearings in the United
States. The Lidstones used precision bearings made to
accept the skater’s weight straight downward and
maintain a silent and even roll. Figure and dance
skaters changed to precision almost immediately, while
speed skaters stayed with loose ball bearings well into
the 1970s.

Rink Sticker Collection

The museum has an extensive collection of roller skating
rink stickers. Many skating rinks used to produce
stickers as both an advertisement and fun way to for
skaters to interact with one another, comparing the
different location in which they skated. These were even
traded as collectibles both informally and formally, under
the Universal Roller Skating Sticker Exchange founded
in 1948. Each newsletter, we will feature different rink
stickers. Here are a few examples of the numerous
stickers in the collection and on display at the National
Museum of Roller Skating.
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Thanks for supporting the museum!




Benefactor Museum Members

USA Roller Sports

Roller Skating Association
RC Sports

Dominic Cangelosi

Judy T. Graves

Trace & Shannon Hansen
Linda Miner

Charlene Conway

Connie Wabhlig

Patron

Annelle & Bob Anderson
Bob Babcock

Alan & Judy Bacon
Keith Brainard
ChesterFried

Harry & Lori Walker

Associate Patron
Wheely Fun

Bobby Bentley

Audoire Christophe

Joe and Betty Ann Danna
Edwina & Roger Hansen
Hansen Eastlake

Hansen Holiday

Bill & Tanya Hoefler
Linda Katz

Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman
George Kolibaba

Bob & Irene Labriola
Nellie & Rob Lillie

Ralph Marinelli

Nadine Meis

Beth Wahlig Nolan

Anne Pals

Glenn Ramsey

Sin City Skates

William Sahley

Cort Wahlig

Leland Wells

George & Suzanne Pickard
Todd Rendfrey

Patricia Hanaway

Donor

Irene Ballard

Ella Hansen

Jordan Hansen

Jim Hafner

Michael & Pat Jacques
Dan Litzinger

William & Dorothy McDonald
John Miller

Donna Rhodes

William Schneider
James & Faye Shoemake
Jim Turner

Joseph Wagner

Dennis Pickard

Janet Pavilonis

Lincoln NE
Indianapolis IN

Lenexa KS
Glendale CA
Friedheim MO
Warsaw IN

Donora PA
Lakeville MA

Hockessin DE

Fort Worth X
Ray Township Ml

Richland WA
Warren OH
South River NJ
Ft. Worth X

Wilbraham MA

Pensacola FL
Touvois FR
Lakewood R. FL
Cologne NJ
Warsaw IN
Warsaw IN
Hadley MA
Columbus OH
Marietta GA
Milwaukie OR
Fountain Valley CA
New York NY
Ventnor NJ
Sun City AZ
Newark DE
St. Charles MO
Roanoke VA

San Diego CA
St. Louis Park MN
Hockessin DE

Wichita KS
Lincoln NE
Edgewater Park NJ

St. Louis MO
Knoxville TN
Warsaw IN

Warsaw IN

Brenham X
Granite Bay CA
Glendale CA

Independence MO
Greencastle PA
Newton NC
Johnstown PA
Hendersonville TN
Milwaukee WI

Algonquin IL
Liberty MO
Lakewood FL

Individual/Family
Robert Alstead

June Bickmeyer
Chris Cohen

Bud & Mary Ekern
Sue Ellis

Sue Filo
FlemingFamily

Doug & Christy Foual
Mary Hayes

Bob & Jeanne Housholder
Laura Johnson
Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Cecelia Kelley

Tim Laskey

Gloria Manning
Michael Nelson

Stacy Orta

Edie Plimpton Fleeman
Kellie Reynolds

Gail Rushing

Lori Schade Shelly
Richard Sholes

Bill Sisson

Bill & Marian Spooner
Kathy Tini

George & Michelle Vannurden
Stephen Winbery
Elizabeth Woods
Mike Zaidman

Joline Zepcevski
Robert & Diane Braun
Patrick Meyer
Elizabeth Novak
John Meszaros
Carey Elder

Eugene Keller

John Heffner

S Poulsen

Janet Jordan

Allen Bell 1l

Jeanne Sincavage

W Frombach

Tiffany Bogden

Bill Graf

John Patton

Steve Hinkle

Ted Hanson

Louise Neal

Mark Wright

Victor Rodriguez
Chris Roemer

Maria McGee

Jackie Ryfsnyder
Susan Lippolis
Sandra Lindsey
Sylvia Haffke

Bud & Shirley Engle
Cheryl Mahon

Modesto
Gainesville
Fond Du Lac
Fargo
Kettering
Stewart
Northridge
Baton Rouge
Northbrook
Champaign
Ashtabula
Houston
Bloomfield Hills
Colusa
Miami

Santa Rosa
Hollister
Durham
Huntington B.
Dallas
Coopershurg
Cranston
Lubbock
Battle Ground
Douglassville
Elizabethtown
Memphis
Lodi

Boca Raton
Minneapolis
Helotes
Lincoln
Waterford
Langhorne
Marlton
Altoona
Delanco
Basking Ridge
Voorhees
Reading
Reading
Johnstown
Lemoyne
Delran
Glenside
Voorhees

St Petersburg
Saylorsburg
Marlton
Voorhees
Vincentown
Up. Chichester
Reading
Springfield
Santa Ana
Covington
Cleveland
Grand Prairie

CA
FL
WI
ND
OH
FL
CA
LA
IL
IL
OH
X
MI
CA
FL
CA
CA
NC
CA
X
PA
RI
TX
WA
PA
KY
TN
NJ
FL
MN
TX
NE
Ml
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
NJ
NJ
PA
PA
PA
PA
NJ
PA
NJ
FL
PA
NJ
NJ
NJ
PA
PA
VA
CA
GA
OH
X

Thanks to everyone for your support of the museum!



