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The National Museum of Roller Skating is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization located in Lincoln, Nebraska. It is the only
dedicated roller skating museum in the world. We are committed to the preservation of the history of roller skating. With
over 50 display cases, the museum educates the public on all aspects of roller skating, which dates back to the first
patented skate from 1819.

Museum Hours of Operation: Open 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday - closed Holidays. Group tours can be
scheduled by calling 402) 483-7551, ext. 16

THE GLORIOUS SKATING VANITIES - The Skating Vanities (1942-
1956) are known by anyone who has an affinity for the history of roller
skating. It was simply a glamourous and exciting time for those who
performed in this touring roller skating revue, patterned after "Holiday on
Ice" and other similar ice productions. And, if you know the history,
Gloria Nordskog (shortened to Nord) was the blond teenager from Santa
Monica, California, who became the counterpart to ice skating's Sonja
Heine in this roller skating production.

But are you familiar with the Roller Follies? Have you heard of the Great
Rexo and how he ultimately played a part in how the Skating Vanities
began?

The Great Rexo was a headliner vaudeville skating attraction, already
having attained 15 years of stage experience by the turn of the 20th
Century. Edward W. Smith was known the world =

over as the Great Rexo (and later the act was known as the Great Rexos when his
wife joined the act as shown below in 1907).

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he put on
his first pair of skates in 1881. In 1885,
after he won the Championships of Grand
Rapids, he formed an act and toured with
a vaudeville troupe called the Rexfords.
He adopted the name “The Great Rexo”
and was known by that name the
remainder of his vaudeville career, until :
vaudeville began to die out in the 1920’s, When talking movies and
then radio replaced performances in popularity and as a cheaper
means of entertainment. He put away his grease paint and “Great
Rexo” costumes. After managing roller skating rinks for a time,
went on to work as a hewspaper man in Chicago.

With a reawakening of the sport of rink roller skating, he decided there was a need for a publication to further
encourage its growth. The first issue of “Skating Review" debuted in 1940. Full of photos of recreational and
competitive skaters, Ed Smith produced a monthly publication that covered everything, everywhere there was
any roller action. While touring the country to promote sales for his new magazine, Smith caught a Los Angles
lounge act of the future Skating Vanities star Gloria Nord. He approached her to tour the Midwest, and with the
company of her mother, gave exhibitions in rinks, theaters and cafes, acting as the goodwill ambassador for
the "Skating Review".


http://twitter.com/

Sport Promoter Harold Steinman caught her performance at one such exhibition in Chicago and promptly
offered her star billing in the new roller skating revue he was organizing. Harold Steinman ran into problems
getting headline acts from the ranks of amateur skaters, most of who refused to give up their amateur status
and their chance to compete in local and national competitions. In addition to recruiting people with at least
some roller skating show talent, Steinman also hired former vaudeville jugglers, acrobats and comedians
whom he set about training to roller skate. With a troupe of 60 performers, he began production of the first
original musical extravaganza on roller skates. The “Roller Follies” opened in Baltimore on Jan 7 1942, and
played to sell-out crowds as it toured the east coast. Many experienced roller skaters were, however, critical
that the show lacked professionalism. Apparently Steinman and his backers agreed, for the cast took the
summer off to revise and strengthen their skating performances. And, Gloria Nord said that she talked
Steinman into dropping the show's original name "Roller Follies" because she thought it misled the public into
thinking they were paying to see roller derby, the contact sport featuring roughhousing skaters jamming on a
track. And of course, the rest is more history that we will continue within our next newsletter.

Roller Skating Rink Operators Association (RSROA) — In the RSROA Founding Fathers

Beginning— We have been featuring a few of the RSROA founders in Frank Bacon, Philadelphia, PA

recent newsletters. Below is a photo that includes several of them when Victor Brown, Newark, NJ
they were William H. Carpenter, Providence, Rl

Alfred M. Dexter, Niagara Falls, NY

competing as Robert Fisher, Traverse City, M

professmnal Donald Groesser, Traverse City, M
speed skaters Harold F. Jennison, Bay City, MI
circa 1910-20. Alfred W. Kish, Toledo, OH
The group Charles McCormack, Chicago, IL

Jules Mahl, Chicago, IL

includes Harley Fred A. Martin, Detroit, MI
Davidson, Rodney R. Peters, St. Louis, MO
Roland Cioni, Jonathon Riggle, Pontiac, Ml
Fred Martin, William F. Sefferino, Cincinnati, OH

Jack Shuman, Huron, OH
Jesse Carey and Earl Van Horn, Mineola, NY

Rodney Peters Earl J. Von Hagen, Columbus, OH
(who we have

not previously

mentioned).

While the professional speed roller skating circuit could be lucrative, many skaters became rink managers to
supplement their racing incomes or when they retired from competition. Fred Martin managed the White City
Roller Rink in Chicago and the Columbia Skating Palace in Ft. Worth before going to the Arena Gardens rink in
Detroit. Rodney Peters managed the Delmar Gardens, San Souci, and Paladium rinks in St. Louis.

When | (Peggy Young) first began to take the notes at the Board Meetings of the Roller Skating Rink Operators
Association (now known as Roller Skating Associations, International), Al Kish was still attending the meetings.
While | do not have a lot of his early history to share at this time, | can tell you
that he wore a whistle around his neck, which he tooted from time to time. | am
not certain if he was indicating his approval, disapproval or he was tired of the
conversation, but it brought a smile to everyone's face. If anyone can share the
early history of Al Kish or other founders, please do so and we will include it in
this newsletter. The photo on the left is of Al Kish and William "Cap" Sefferino,
both RSA founding fathers.

Preserving our Past for the Future - National
Museum of Roller Skating Raffle - Ticket Price
$50. Three prizes will be awarded based on the
total amount sold. First ticket drawn receives 5% of
total ticket sales. Second ticket drawn receives 10%
of total ticket sales. The third and final ticket drawn
receives 35% of the total sales. Total prizes are
50% of ticket sales.




The drawing will take place, As Members of the National

UsE LAUTZ BROS. % CO’. on Wednesday, May 4, i
PURE avo HEALTHY SOAPS. 1| 2016, at the RSA Support s Essential. Thank you
AT International Convention, for enabling the preservation of

Rio All Suites Hotel, Las the rich history of the sport,
Vegas, Nevada, during the business and recreation of roller
President’s Dinner. Ticket skating.
holders need not be present
towin. To purchase a raffle Museum Board of Trustees
ticket, please contact the Annelle Anderson - President, Fort Worth,
museum and provide your TX

Kim Wall - Vice President, Fort Wayne, IN
name, address, phone George Pickard -Treasurer, Lincoln, NE

number, email address and Dianne Braun, Holotes, TX
payment of $50 per ticket. Chester Fried, South River, NJ

All proceeds benefit the Nellie Anderson Lillie, New York, NY
museum. Howard "Bud" Engle, Cleveland, OH

Ed Hughes, Liberty, MO
Judith Young Link, Mays Landing, NJ
DominicCangelosi, Glendale, CA

C. H. JONES, Allan Bacon, Richland, WA
Gracer & Commission Marchant M'Ch?el Jaqques, Roseville, CA
BUTTER, FRULT, &o Linda Miner, Donora, PA

SOBRNING DX William Hoefler, Hadley MA

| Wesell LAUTZ BROS. & C0'S MASTER SOAP.

| Randy Ray, Centralia, WA
Charlene Conway, Lakeville, MA

Thank you to renewing members John and Fran Miller

Benefactor Museum Members ($500+) Associate Patron ($100)
Dan & Kim Brown Flint Ml Judy Baron-Fultz Evanston IL
Wendv Browne Las Veqas NV Edwina & Roger Hansen Cologne NJ
Domin%cCan elosi Glen da?e CA Hansen's Holiday Skate Center ~ Elkhart IN
Charlene Co%wa Lakeville MA Hansen's Eastlake Skate Center ~ Warsaw IN
Dennis EIImaure! Fox Point Wi Hansen-Smith's Easley Skate Ctr  Easley SC
. Steve Hinkle Voorhees NJ
Bud & Shirley Engle Cleveland OH Bil& T Hoefl Hadl MA
Judy T. Graves Friedheim MO " & Janya Hoetler adley
Trace Hansen Warsaw IN Mfelame Holt Hous'ton TX
Jim & Sharon McMahon Danville L Michael & Pat Jacques Granite Bay CA
Linda Miner Donora PA Linda Katz/Rinksider Columbus OH
. - . . CeceliaKelley Bloomfield Hills Ml
Roller Skating Association Indianapolis IN Bob and | LaBriol Fountain Vall CA
USA Roller Sports Lincoln NE ob and rene -asriola ountain valley
Connie Wahli Hockessin DE Nellie & Rob Lillie New York NY
9 Ralph Marinelli Ventnor NJ
Nadine Meis Sun City AZ
Patron ($250) John & Fran Miller Greencastle PA
Annelle & Bob Anderson Fort Worth X .
. Beth Wahlig Nolan Newark DE
Bob Babcock Ray Township ~ MI
) Anne Pals St. Charles MO
Alan & Judy Bacon Richland WA G 85 Pickard Lincol NE
LR Brown Old Hickory TN eorge & suzanne Fickan Incoin
Crazy Skates San Diego CA Anthony Profaci Keyport NJ
Joe and Bety Ann Dann Lakowood R, FL Glenn Ramsey Roanoke VA
oca y a aKewood k. Tina Robertson Topeka KS
Gary Englund Burlington WA RSA Section 2 Bakersfield CA
Brian Gamsby Sarasota FL RSA Sect!on 1 Ca ersllle WA
Scott, Kathy, Lindsay Kleiman Marietta GA . ection entra la
Tina Robertson Topeka KS Bill Sahly St. Louis Park ~ MN
Harry & Lori Walker Ft. Worth TX CortWahlig Newark DE
y ' Marie Walker Wellsville KS

Kim Wall Fort Wayne IN



Donor ($50)
Buggy Allmond

Robert & Diane Braun

Enid Busser

Everett Skate Deck

Heather Doyle
Dawn Gonzales
Jim Hafner
Jordan Hansen
Delaney Hansen
Ella Hansen
Ted Hansford
Brian Heersink

Bob & Jeanne Housholder

Janet Jordan
Renee Kitts

Lynden Skateway

Mary Lock

Dorothy McDonald

John Miller

National Skate Distributors

Janet Pavilonis
Dennis Pickard
Donna Rhodes
Roux, Dustin

William Schneider

Sigrid Semien
Michael Sheedy

James & Faye Shoemake

Sin City Skates
Skagit Skate

Skate World West

Bill & Marian Spooner

Alfred Taglang
Jim Turner
Joseph Wagner

Individual/Family ($35)

Phyllis Bennett
Jose Bordas

Marion Cherubini
Stephanie Creswell

Peter Dolan

Harrisonburg
Helotes

Long Beach
Bothell
Cordova
Loomis
Brenham
Warsaw
Warsaw
Warsaw

St. Petersburg
Livonia
Champaign
Voorhees
Lewis Center
Lynden
Reading
Independence
Greencastle
Tacoma
Lake Worth
Liberty
Newton
McMurray,
Johnstown
Lufkin
Lynnwood
Hendersonville
San Diego
Burlington
Billings

Battle Ground
Riverview
Milwaukee
Algonquin

North Dartmouth
Miami
Marshfield
Elkton

Texas City

VA
X
CA
WA
N
CA
>
IN
IN
IN
FL
MI
IL
NJ
OH
WA
MA
MO
PA
WA
FL
MO
NC
PA
PA
>
WA
N
CA
WA
MT

WA
FL
Wi
IL

MA
FL

MA
MD
>

Carey Elder
Chrissy Ellis
Sue Filo

Jeri and John Fahrni

Fleming Family

Doug & Christy Foual

Cynthia Gates
Susan Geary
Sylvia Haffke
Mary Hayes
Charlotte Heath

Ed & Mary Ellen Hughes

Tom Hughes

Robert & Jacqueline Kane
Elizabeth Korjenek

Tim Laskey
Gloria Manning

Catherine Moberly

James Moulton
Louise Neal
Michael Nelson
Elizabeth Novak

EdiePlimptonFleeman

Pattison’s West
Janet Pavilonis

Steve and Gloria Poulsen

Wayne Ramsey
Amy Readshaw
Marilyn Roberts
Victor Rodriguez
Jon Roux

RSA Section 5
Gail Rushing
Tom Russo

Lori Schade Shelly

Erika Schaefer
Dave Schafer
Ellie Shattuck
Richard Sholes

Jerry & Barbara Shores

Kathy Tini

Judith Young Link
Katie Znamenacek

Marlton
Douglasville
Stuart
Deadwood
Northridge
Baton Rouge
Newmarket
Surprise
Covington
Northbrook
El Dorado Hills
Liberty
Anchorage
Houston
Albuquerque
Colusa
Miami
Renton
Portland
Saylorsburg
Santa Rosa
Waterford
Durham
Federal Way
Lake Worth
Basking Ridge
Mableton
Coraopolis
New York
Voorhees
McMurray
San Antonio
Dallas

Myrtle Beach
Coopersburg
Lincoln
Midland

San Francisco
Cranston

St. Joseph
Douglassville
Mays Landing
Oak View

NJ
GA
FL
SD
CA
LA
NH
AZ
GA
IL
CA
MO
AK
>
NM
CA
FL
WA
OR
PA
CA
MI
NC
WA
FL
NJ
GA
PA
NY
NJ
PA
X
X
SC
PA
NE
MI
CA
RI
MO
PA
NJ
CA



